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QUARTERLY LUNCHEON MEETING
SATURDAY APRIL 24, 2004
TO FEATURE AUSTIN HEACOCK

Luncheonisat Sebring Civic Center at 12:00 noon; bring adishto passand $1.50 for service and rent of the
building. Austin (“ Austie”) Heacock, apast president of Sebring Firemen, Inc., will present the program onthe
Sebring Fire Department. The son of Ford Heacock, Jr., Austiewasformerly employed with thefamily insurance
firm, retiring severa yearsagoto pursueacareer asahunting guide. Austiegrew up asaboy scout in Sebring, and
lovesto quote cowboy poetry. He has an extensive | ndian arrowhead collection, many of which wereacquired
from Lake Jackson. Augtieisafull timehunting guide, specidizinginturkey hunting. Thisenterpriseenableshimto
travel extensvely to many areasin the United States, including the states of Montana, Louisianaand Texas. He

aso manageshunting leases. .
SV

THE SEBRING

FIRE DEPARTMENT
By Carole Goad

In 1913, the Sebring Fire
Department was organized by
Chester Treadway. Their total
equipment at that time consi sted
of two hand-drawn hosereels,
which had been purchased by
GeorgeE. Sebring, thefounder
of the town. The town had 25
water hydrants and a total of
1,000feet of firehose. Mr. Aaron
Withers served asthefirst Fire
Chief from 1913 until 1920.

In 1920, Walter Zachary be-
cameFireChief. Atthattime, a
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hand-drawn chemical cart was added to the equip-
ment and aFord Chemica Truck waspurchased. In
1920, thefirst pieceof red equipment was purchased:
an American LaFrance Triple Combination Truck!

By 1923, the Fire Department had about 30 or-
ganized volunteersand wasin need of additiond hose
conveyance. Thesevolunteerspurchased, with their
own money, aFord chassiswith acapacity for 1200
feet of hose. Thisgenerousdeed illustrated the spirit
of the Fire Department that wasto carry over tothis
date. Sebring Firemen havealong history of selfless
sarviceinmany aspectsof thelifeof thiscommunity.

Walter Zachary served asFire Chief until 1925,
at which time he moved away from Sebring. Inlate
1925, the Town Council gppointed Allen Altveter Fire
Chief, and he served inthat capacity until 1934. Sub-
sequent Fire Chiefsincluded Harold Long (1934-41),
Austin Heacock (1941- 42), Forest Howard (1942-
61), Thurman Haywood (1961- 69); L egare Smoak
(1969- 79); and Eddie Deloach (1979-94). Inlate
1994, Kenny Haynes became Public Safety Com-
mander, theduties of whichincluded Fire Chief. He
served as Public Safety Commander until October of
1999, whereupon he was named Fire Chief. Mr.
Haynes continuesto serveasFire Chief in 2004.

The Sebring Fire Department islegendary inits
sarvicetothiscommunity. In 1929, Sebringfirefighters
decided tobuild an athletic field for the community.
For this purpose, they incorporated, forming the
Sebring Firemen, Inc. Goinginto debt, they acquired
the present site, which was an abandoned orange
groveat theintersection of KenilworthBoulevardand
Highlands Avenue. They cleared the grove by hand
andwiththeassstanceof mules! By 1931, Rex Beach
threw out thefirst ball and opened thisfield for the
useof theentirecommunity. After the present Sebring
High School wasbuilt, the High School began using
thisfacility astheir athleticfield, and havecalled it
homeever since.

Sebring Firemen al so provided many Sebring
youthwith uniformsfor their sportsteamsover the
years.

Sebring Firemen, Inc. also established theHigh-
lands County Fair in 1937 and continuesto operate
thisevent. In addition, other annua activitiessuch as

theweekend fleamarket, the Bull-A-Ramaand the
12 Hoursof Barbecueareal sponsored by thisorga-
nization.

In 1928, under the leadership of Chief Allen
Altvater, Mr . Harry K. Brown, aretired professor of
Chemistry wholivedin Sebring, beganteaching dlasses
to Firefightersregarding the scientific study of the
causes and nature of fire. These classeswere very
popular and beneficial, so the Sebring Firemen de-
cided to have Mr. Brown’slectures published. Re-
questsfor this publication werereceived from univer-
sities, libraries, industrial companiesand other fire
departments. Subsequently, the Sebring Firemen, with
cooperation from such groups asthe National Board
of FireUnderwritersand the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, organized the FloridaFire College, thefirst
session of whichwasheldin DaytonaBeachinMay,
1930.

To raise fundsto pay for their endeavors, the
Firemen put onvariety showsfor thecommunity. These
showswere asource of great joy for many yearsto
citizensof Sebring. Toillustratetherespect withwhich
Sebring Firemen were held, famousauthor and local
resident Rex Beach madethefollowing remarksdur-
ing aFiremen’sfundraiser show for theFloridaFire
Collegein1931:

This entertainment is advertised as a benefit
for the Sebring Fire Department, but, as a matter
of fact, it isfor you. Every dollar that goes to the
firemen benefits you and me ten dollars worth.
That'sthe kind of a Fire Department we have here.
It isthe most unique fire department | ever saw. It
is more than a fire department, it is also a civic
body and in some ways, the most important and
the most efficient in our city.

It leads the way in every public-spirited en-
terprise. If you have a new idea for the better ment
of Sebring, take it around to the Firehouse. You'll
get quick action!

Who built a splendid athletic field and dedi-
cated it to the free use of the public? The firemen
did most of that with their own hands. Who wears
Sebring'sbaseball, basketball and diamondball uni-
forms? Most of the boys are firemen.

Who made the first energetic move toward
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cleaning up and beautifying our city and who vol-
unteered to plant and beautify a part of the road
into Highlands Hammock? The Firemen! At the
formal opening of that park they handled their
share of theintricate details so that therewasn't a
hitch. They led in the movement for fish and game
conservation and for the protection of our county
from forest fires.

If you want something done in Sebring, call
the Fire Department. If your oil stove, or your
fridgidaireor your husband won't work, call afire-
man. If you quarrel with your girl friend, call a
fireman and if she’sgood loooking, you'll have no
more trouble with her.

The Sebring Fire Department is probably the
most revered indtitutioninthecity. Itsmembershave
alwaysbeen loved and respected, and that remains
sotothisday.

Ruth and Culp Dottery

GENEROUSDONATION OF RUTH
DOTTERY ESTATE
By Elizabeth Walker

The Sebring Historical Society wasrecently the
recipient of agenerous donation from the Estate of
Ruth Dottery. Mrs. Dottery wasacharter and life-

timemember of the Society.

BorninHomer, Indianaon March 11, 1910, to
JamesRossBlytheand KateM cConnell Blythe, Ruth
cameto Sebring with her parentswhen Sebring was
initsinfancy. Her father was Sebring’ sfirst under-
taker.

Ruth’shusband, Culp, enjoyed recalling aday
during the Great Depression when heand Ruth went
to the Courthouseto get their marriagelicense. He
gave the Clerk a$20.00 bill to pay the $2.00 fee.
No oneintheentire County Courthouse had change
for a$20.00 bill. How times have changed, here-
caled. Culp Dottery and Ruthweremarriedin 1931
at theBeaVillaon State Road 17 just south of Avon
Park.

Culp and Ruth worked for the Sebring Histori-
cal Society diligently fromitsbeginning until July,
1991. Ruth served asmembership chairmanal those
years. Together, sheand Culp collected, compiled
and edited the Sebring Historical Society publica-
tion, thenknown astheBulletin, for many years. Some
of the early publications consisted often of twelve
pages.

Ruth enjoyed persondly delivering the Bulletin
to members and kept them abreast of the Society
activities. Ascharter members, the Dotterysdevoted
their livestothiseffort with adedicationrarely found
inany organization. Ruth wasa so an active member
of the Eastern Star and amember of the First United
Methodist Church.

It isso consistent with their loving nature and
dedi cation that the Dotterys continuethei r generosity
after death. They are greatly missed by the Society
and the Community. Ruth joined her husbandin desth
November 3, 2002.

AT THE ARCHIVES
By Carole Goad

We havefour new displaysintheArchives.

(1) Wehavealargedisplay devoted tothe his-
tory and accomplishmentsof our black brothersand
sigtersin Sebring. Includedinthisdisplay arethesto-
ries of three of our black brotherswho diedinthe
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serviceof thiscountry: Sgt. Willie LeeKirkland
(1948-1969); Captain Dennis Smith Jr. (1943-
1969); and Seaman JamesL. Stakley (1916-1945).

(2) Wehaveadisplay illustrating the history of
the Sebring Fire Department and Sebring Firemen
Inc. Our quarterly luncheon meeting thismonth will
feature apresentation on the Sebring Fire Depart-
ment, whichislegendinitsaccomplishmentsinthis
community.

(3) Inadditionthereisadisplay about the First
United M ethodist Churchincluding photographsof
the" Church that wasbuiltinaday”.

(4) A specia display has been added that is
entitled “ Favorite Photographs of the Early Daysof
Sebring” and featuresthe pioneersand early town
buildings.

For the past two and one half years, three of
themeda searned by Sebring’ sWorld Wer 11 hero,
Major Tommy McGuire, have been onloantothe
Museum of FloridaHistory and wereincludedin
their traveling display. We appreciate thefact that
the State of Floridahashonored Mgjor McGuirein
thisway. We now have had al of thesemedalsre-
turned and they areonce againincluded in our per-
manent Tommy McGuiredisplay.

*kkkkk*k

The Sebring Historical Society will soonhave
anew website, which isbeing put together by Mr.
Burke Even of Redlity Imagesof LakePlacid. This
websitewill includealisting of all referencebooks
and booksfor saleat the Archives. It will alsoin-
clude* TheHigtorian™” publication.

*kkkkk*k

We have plans in the works to convert the
men’'srestroominthe Archivesto additional usable
space. This space will house our booksfor sale,
city directories, etc. Thismovement of bookswiill
allow usto have more spaceinthemain Archives
for historical displaysandto efficiently display our
reference books. Hopefully thisproject will becom-
pleted in the next two to three months. Come on
down and see the big improvement when this
project iscompl eted!

HURRICANE STRIKES

MOORE HAVEN IN 1926
By: Alden Franklin Young

No onein Foridawasaware of the damage hur-
ricanescould doin 1926. Oldtimersknew of previ-
ous storms but the term “ hurricane” was not part of
our languageat that time.

My brother Genewas not aware of hurricanes
andtheir poss ble damagewhen he movedto Moore
Haven in 1924. Gene had met hiswife Ruth at the
Church of the Brethren, shortly after we moved to
Sebringinthe summer of 1920. After runningagro-
cery storefor ayear, Genesold thegrocery and picked
Moore Haven asagood placeto build afuture. He
bought asmall soft drink bottling plant in Moore Ha-
ven. Head so bought ahousefacing the Ca oosahatchie
Canal just about four blocksfrom hisbottling plant.

Theplant camecompletewith aheavy duty model
T Ford truck. Genewould bottledrinksfor two days
aweek, deliver them to Clewiston and Labelleand
country storesfor three days, then wash bottlesand
mai ntain the operation theremainder of theweek. He
made many friends at Church on Sunday. Thissum-
mer was hot asusua and the cold drink businesswas
good. About thefirst of September, school had just
sarted and thefarmerswerebusy gettingtheir landin
shapefor thefall planting. Cabbage, cornand other
cropsincluding green beanswerethemgjor cropsat
that time.

Without warning, thestorm hit. Thestorm stalled
off Miami Beach nearly twenty hours, pushing about
four feet of salt water onto the streets of downtown
Miami.

Boats remained beached on Flagler Street and
BiscayneBoulevard. Thestorm moved inlandto Mi-
ami, and proceeded to L ake Okeechobee. All the
communicationslinesout of Miami weredisabledand
news of the storm damage was slow in getting up-
state. In Sebring, the Western Union Officein the
middleof town posted anewsreleaseonitsfront win-
dow telling about thestorm flooding Miami and mov-
ing northward. Many people gathered at thewindow
to read thisstorm bulletin. By that time, the storm had
already moved without warning into the Lake
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Okeechobee area. Asthe wind velocity in Moore
Haven increased higher and higher, buildingsbeganto
disintegrate; water got deeper ontop of the groundin
themiddle of Moore Haven. Theincreaseinwind
speed blew more water out of Lake Okeechobee.
Peopl e began to seek shelter in their homes. These
homeswereframebuildingsnot tied together to with-
stand such wind and water. Gene brought hisbottling
plant truck to the house and parked it next to their
model T pickup truck. Only thelarge heavy truck was
found after theflood. Gene'shousewasbuilt ontele-
phone polesdriventwenty feet into theground. His
floor level wasfivefeet above ground. Asthewater
level inthe houseincreased, theforce of thewind and
water had knocked all the window glass out of the
house. Gene brought two mattressesinto theliving
room, yanked thedoorsout of themiddle of thehouse,
and tied them together to make afloat to support his
wifeand fourteen month old baby girl. Gene stood
shoulder degpinwater inthe housefor seven hours, as
he anchored hiswife and baby to prevent their wash-
ing out the open window and drowning. Whitecaps
were breaking over hisroof asthewind blew over one
hundredfifty milesper hour. Prayer wastheonly srength
they had to carry them forward. A few hourslater the
wind subsided, then ceased completely. Their prayers
had been answered. As Gene looked up and down
thestreet, he discovered hishousewastheonly house
remainingintheblock. He could seethelargewooden
framehotel building between hishouseand town had
floated around the corner to the other side of theblock,
and wasfacing the other street. A couple hoursafter
thewater level peaked, thewater level begantofall
dowly, until it wasonly twofeet degpin hishouse. His
only thinkingwas" Thank Godwearealive.” Sebring
wasonly sixty fivemilesnorth; our damagein Sebring
waslimited totar paper and roofing paper being blown
off theroofs, plusthelarge pineand oak treesbroken
up or damaged and partly blocking someof thestrests.

Mogt al thecitrusthesize of marblesand larger
formed acarpet ontheground. Therewasvery little
marketablecitrusthat year in Sebring.

A few hourslater, news came about Moore Ha-
ven and the estimated number of people missing and
drowned was made public. Theentire front page of

the Sebring Americantwo dayslater carried alist
of peopleassumed dead, missing or drowned. This
proved short of the final number which totalled
about onethousand eight hundred peoplefromthe
Moore Haven area.

A rescue party was organized to goto Moore
Haven and assst thesurvivors. My dad loaded his
car with jugs of water, canned and dry food and
accompanied theother men. Momwasfrom sturdy
Chickasaw Indian ancestry and insisted she ac-
company my dad. Shedid. They drovetowhere
theAtlantic Coast LineRailroad gradewastheonly
dry ground to be seen. Theentirerescue operation
walked and carried asmany suppliesdowntherail-
road gradeaspossible. All thewildlifewasonthis
railroad grade, including rattlesnakes, water moc-
casins, deer, raccoons, opossums, rats and bob-
cats. Everyonewasfriendly intheir attempt to sur-
vive. Therescue party met people walking from
Moore Haven part of theway down thegrade. In
some placesthe water washed against thetracks,
andtheforceof thewindliftedtherailsup still fas-
tened to theties, and tilted the track over sort of
sdeways. My dad and mother madeit al theway
into Moore Haven, and found Gene, hiswifeand
their baby aive, hungry andthirsty. Baby Junewas
hungry but no food was present. Mom had brought
adliceof breadin her pocket. The bread was
dried out, but the baby grabbed it and ate thisdry
bread likeit wasasteak. Dad brought Gene'swife
and baby to Sebring. Gene remained to try and
findany of hisproperty.

Hedidfind hismodel T Heavy truck, driedit
out and madeit run. He never found the pickup
truck. Only thepiling of thebottling plant remained.
Asherummeagedinthemud, Genefound onesmall
keg of Delaware Punch Grape Concentrate. It
was heavy and settled inthemud. Geneagainre-
marked “ God brought us through the storm and
kept the grape drink to give usenergy. We are so
much better off than thefamiliesnow buriedinthe
mud that will never befound”.

After the effects of the stormwere put aside,
rebuilding wasthe big effort. Gene decided not to
remainin Moore Haven. Dad gave Genealot on
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OrangeDrivein Sebring. Gene, hel ped by dad and Harry
Fasnacht, cut the houseinto sectionsand moved the sec-
tionsto Orange Drivewherethey reassembled andre-
model ed the house. About sixteen yearslater, the School
Board decided to expand Sebring High. Gene again
moved hishouseto the corner of North Commerceand
Maple, whereit remainstoday.**

** Editor’sNote: Thishouseisnow known asthe” Twin Oaks
Antique and Tea Room” and the address is listed as 246
North Commerce. Thanks to Joyce Bovard for thisinforma-
tion.

Baby Rescued from

Moore Haven Hurricane
By Verdelle Sebring Medlin

JuanitaHaskins Stewart was 18 monthsold when
the Hurricane hit Moore Havenin 1926. Baby “Nita’
was an orphaned infant, and her family had apparently
all perished during the tragedy. Mr. Fairfield “Fax”
Haskins, prominent locdl atorney, found Nitafloatingin
awashtub after the hurricane, and heand hiswifeadopted
her and raised her. | was born about that time, and my
Mother used to tell methat apicture window blew into
my crib and she had to pick the glass off me.

Nitaand | were good friendsin school. Shewas
about oneyear ahead of mein school. Nitaand | took
many Red Cross | nstructor swimming classestogether
and tried to “waterproof” al of thekidsin Highlands
County .Wedso grew up together in Girl Scouts. | think
sheeventudly found an Aunt that lived in Winter Haven.

NitamarriedaG. . that was stationed at Hendricks
Field (now the Sebring Airport). She and her husband
had one son, Todd, and were eventually divorced. Nita
overcame another tragedy in her lifewhen her sondied
of drowningin DaytonaBeach. Todd wasabout 15years
old, and wasan excellent swimmer, but evidently hegot
caught in theundertow. Hewason aouting with afriend
who invited him to go to the beach. As| recall, they
never found Todd'sbody. Nitasurvived thistragic event
and continued to work with the Red Crossin teaching
childrenswimming and lifesaving. Nitapassed away in
1998.

Wi liam& Mildred Schlosser

REMINISCENCES
By Bill Schlosser

Editor’s Note:
Bill Schlosser is a lifelong resident of Sebring, and is the
son of a Sebring “ pioneer.” He and his wife, Mildred, still
reside here. Mr. Schlosser has a keen memory for the past
and fond memories of events and places his father told him
about. Here are some memories of Sebring he has provided
especially for the “ Historian.”

I’mgoing totell alittlebit of how | remember
the 1930s from Sparta Road. Going up Lakeview,
therewasn’t anything but woods on both sides of the
road up to Crescent Drive. Crescent Drive wasn’t
therethen. After you pass Crescent Drive, ontheleft
between L akeview and L ake Jackson, all therewas
were pinetrees, swamp and cut throat grass. Onthe
right side of Lakeview about ahundred feet or so,
therewasabig holeinthesideof thehill. That wasthe
JmmieWhitaker sand pit. Mr. Whitaker told meyears
agothat hecameto Sebringin 1924. He started haul -
ingwithaMode T one-tontruck. In 1925, Townsend
Lumber Company opened on Park Street.

Onthenorthsdeof theold Sebring Utilities, then
alittlewaysaround on the north side of theold Ice
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Plant was Satterwhite Concrete Block Plant. Mr.
Whitaker used to haul sand to both of those places
and around town to anybody el se that wanted sand.
Thefirst truck | can remember Mr. Whitaker having
wasa 1932 Ford Model B one and one-half tonflat
bed. In the 1940s, Mr. Whitaker had a 1940 Ford
V8 oneand one-half ton truck with adump body, and
a1940 Ford V8 one and one-half ton flat bed.

Coming on up Lakeview to VillaRoad in the
1930s, that was aclay road. It went about 200 feet
and turned right and ran past the back side of the bam-
boosthat are till out thereinthefield. It went out to
Kenilworth Dairy. Onthe south sdeof VillaRoad and
L akeview, therewasasmall house next to wherethat
big oak treeistoday. The Swank family wasliving
there. Out behind the house, therewasabarn onthe
other side of theroad. Kenilworth Golf Course kept
their equipment inthere. Mr. Swank was caretaker of
Kenilworth Golf Course until about the end of 1937.
Then, Gene Sebring took over until about the end of
1944. Then, HallisRichardstook over until about the
end of 1947. Then Mr .Sanderstook over until it closed
in 19609.

Inabout 1972, Mr. Wall bought Kenilworth Golf
Course. Heput achainlink fenceall theway around
the golf course. He had put cattlein there. Oneday,
he found some of them dead. So he sold the rest of

thecattle. Inlate 1978, Town Square opened.

Back tothenorth sideof VillaRoad -Sebring Mini
Storageistheretoday. Inthe 1930s, there were sev-
eral rows of grapefruit trees from Villa Road to
Kenilworth Boulevard. You could get down and ook
under thetreesand see people playing golf ontheother
sde. Coming out L akeview just after you passthe stop
light and L utheran Church, you can till seewhereone

of thegreensused to be.
Editor’s Note: See More
“ Reminiscences’” of Bill Schlosser in next Historian.
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MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The following memorials have recently beenreceived from

January 2004 through March 2004
By Wanda Whitehouse, Memorial Chairman

Caroline Martin Cobb « Bill Bond « Donald R. Shapp ¢ Carrie Baker  Eula Livingston
William Page « Jamie Whitaker ¢ Joe Bagnato ¢ Nellie Robbins « Betty Hoffman
Ellis Watson ¢ Dr. James Satterwhite « Letta Brunke ¢ Dr. Robert Rengarts « Susan Rudasil|

In Honor Of The 50th Wedding Anniversary Of
Billy and Anne Sebring

Anyone who would liketo make adonation may do so by submitting to
Wanda Whitehouse, Memoria Chairman
9230 Spring Valley Lane« Sebring, Florida33875-5977
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